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THE LEIBNIZ PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERS PROJECT 

Securing the Next Stage 
A patronage prospectus for June 2027 – May 2028 

 

3 
OUP volumes published 

314 
texts 

203 
first English translations 

~1m 
words 

 

A PROVEN EDITORIAL PROJECT 

Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz (1646–1716) left an extraordinary philosophical archive. Much of it remains unpublished, under-edited, 

or unavailable in English. The Leibniz Philosophical Papers Project is creating a substantial modern English edition from manuscript 

sources: recovering texts, establishing reliable readings, translating them accurately, and making them accessible across philosophy, 

theology, intellectual history, science, law, logic, and the history of ideas. 

Oxford University Press published the first three volumes in 2026. Wherever manuscripts survive, the edition works directly from 

them, preserving and explaining drafts, deletions, marginalia, corrections, variants, and other evidence often lost in earlier printed 

editions. 

 

THE NEXT TWO VOLUMES 

Two further volumes – Leibniz’s Philosophical Papers: Reading Notes and Reviews, 1675–1716 – are nearing completion and are 

expected to be ready for delivery to Oxford University Press by February 2027. Together they will contain approximately 500,000 

words and 76 complete texts, spanning forty years of Leibniz’s intellectual life. 

 

UNPUBLISHED SOURCES 

23  manuscripts have never been published in their original 

language; a further 5 have been published only in part. 

FIRST ACCESS IN ENGLISH 

59 of 76 texts have never previously appeared in full English 

translation. 

LEIBNIZ ACROSS INTELLECTUAL TRADITIONS 

The collection also shows Leibniz grappling with intellectual traditions beyond the standard canon of early modern European 

philosophy: two texts engage Kabbalistic writings, two engage Chinese philosophy, while others turn to Maimonides and Jewish 

philosophy and to Indian religion and thought. Alongside his encounters with Descartes, Spinoza, Locke, Bayle and others, the volumes 

reveal a thinker working across confessional and cultural boundaries. 

 

FROM ACHIEVEMENT TO CONTINUATION 

2026 

3 OUP volumes published 

FEB 2027 

2 further volumes ready for delivery 

MAY 2027 

Emergent Ventures support ends 

JUNE 2027 

Next funded stage begins 
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THE IMMEDIATE GOAL 

Secure the next full year of the edition 
June 2027 – May 2028 

£75,000 
to secure 12 months 

of full-time research and editorial work 

The present phase has external support. The 

continuation is not yet secured. 

A one-year grant from Emergent Ventures supports a defined 

programme of manuscript research, translation, and public-facing 

work through May 2027. It provides important external backing 

for the project’s immediate work, but does not secure the long-

term continuation of the edition beyond that date. 

The immediate aim is therefore simple: secure June 2027 – May 

2028. A single patron could underwrite the year, or the target can 

be shared among several supporters. Multi-year patronage is 

especially welcome, because it would give the edition the 

continuity needed to plan and complete later volumes. 

WHAT THE NEXT YEAR WILL ADVANCE 

Leibniz continued writing philosophy for another thirty years after the period covered by the first published instalment. The edition 

is intended to continue through further volumes in three broad strands already established by the 2026 books: 

I 

Universal language, characteristic, logic, 

encyclopaedia and general science 

II 

Metaphysics, natural philosophy, ethics and 

jurisprudence 

III 

Religion and theology 

 

The precise order and chronological scope of future volumes will follow detailed manuscript scoping. That flexibility allows each book to 

form a coherent scholarly volume while progressively building a much larger English-language edition of Leibniz's philosophy. 

 

WHAT PATRONAGE FUNDS 

• Manuscript research, transcription, checking and textual 

reconstruction 

• Translation, annotation, headnotes and editorial apparatus 

• Preparation of the next substantial volume and proposal 

• Freely accessible supporting materials through leibnizpapers.org 

 

EDITORIAL INDEPENDENCE 

Patronage supports the work but does not purchase influence over the 

selection, transcription, interpretation, or translation of texts. Editorial 

responsibility remains entirely independent. 

 

 

 

PUBLICATION ROUTE 

Oxford University Press published the first three volumes in 2026. OUP 

has expressed an interest in considering further volumes of Leibniz's 

Philosophical Papers, subject to peer review of the proposal. Two 

further volumes, Reading Notes and Reviews, 1675–1716, are currently 

in preparation and are expected to be ready for delivery to OUP by 

February 2027. 

 

RECOGNITION & ADMINISTRATION 

Every supporter whose funding contributes to a published volume will 

be named in that volume's Acknowledgements, unless they prefer 

anonymity, creating a permanent printed record of their support within 

the edition. Major patrons will also be acknowledged prominently on 

the project website. Contributions can be received and administered 

through the project's fiscal host, Open Collective Europe Foundation. 

SCHOLARLY ADVISORY BOARD 

The Advisory Board provides occasional scholarly advice on the development of the edition. Editorial responsibility remains with Lloyd Strickland. 

Roger Ariew 
Distinguished University Professor 

University of South Florida 

Daniel J. Cook 
Professor of Philosophy, Emeritus 

State University of New York 

Harry Lewis 
Gordon McKay Professor of Computer Science, Emeritus 

Harvard University 

Pauline Phemister 

Professor of Philosophy, Emeritus 
University of Edinburgh 

Paul Rateau 

Professor of Philosophy 
Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne 

WHY SUPPORT NOW 

The edition has passed its riskiest stage: the editorial method has been established, five volumes will soon exist in completed or near-completed 

form, and a prestigious publication route has already been demonstrated. The immediate bottleneck is continuity of funded research time after 

May 2027. A one-year commitment protects the momentum already created; multi-year patronage would remove the annual stop-start cycle and 

allow future volumes to be planned and executed far more efficiently. 

ABOUT THE EDITOR 

Lloyd Strickland is a philosopher, intellectual historian, editor and 

translator, formerly Professor of Philosophy and Intellectual History 

at Manchester Metropolitan University. He has published more than 

100 works, including 15 books and edited volumes, and has received 

support from the British Academy, Gerda Henkel Stiftung and 

Emergent Ventures. 

Discuss patronage 

lloyd@leibnizpapers.org 

leibnizpapers.org 

Immediate target: £75,000 for June 2027 - May 2028   |   Multi-year patronage is warmly welcomed 


